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P8ALM IXXVIII. Ver. 34, 35, 36, 37. 


34. When he flew them, then they ſought him; and they 


returned and enquired early after God: 


And they remembered that God was their Rock, and 
that the high God was their Redeemer ; 


36, Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their mouth, and 
they lied unto him with their tongues ; 


37. For their heart was not right with bim, neither were 
9 ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 


T is hardly poſſible to entertain a more unfavourable 
notion of the heart of man, than that which is con- 
veyed to us in this repreſentation of the conduct of 
the Jews, as it is tranſmitted down to our times in the 

moſt undoubted records of their own nation: They were 

under the immediate government of God : they had had 
very fignal and frequently repeated inſtances of his protec- 


tion. His promiſes to them were exceeding great, and his 


performance, from time to time, ſufficient to keep alive in 
them the firmeſt reliance upon the entire completion of 
thoſe promiſes. His injunctions, it muſt be confeſſed, were 
calculated to 7ry their fidelity, but the power he had ſo 
often ſhewn, and which he had given aſſurances that he 
would ſtill farther exert in their favour, was equally fo 
to ſupport it. Yet can one believe it, even upon the cre- 
dit of cheir o own repott, * That every inſtance of God's 
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goodneſs 4 4 only to unhinge their obedience, and | 
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« that their negle& of his worſhip and his laws Kept 
** pace with his mercy and indulgence to them ! po 


IN SENSIBTE however as they were of TY mercies, 
they were not ſo hardy as to give no attention to his reſent- 
ment]! When He flew them then they fought Him ! Though 


no ſenſe of paſt loving-Kkindneſſes, no hope of future fa- 


vours, could induce them to pay an implicit obedience to 
his will, yet the apprehenſion of impending wrath, the 
dread of judgments ready to be executed upon them, ſoon 


rouz'd them from their lethargy ; and being then con- 
vinced, that no hand was able to deliver them, but that 


which was lifted up againſt them, they ſought him early, 
and enquired after God. This, at leaſt, looked well. 


Here was ſomething like the beginning of a reformation. 


This was a proper ſeaſon to ſow the ſeed of better con- 
duct for the time to come, when, from the ſad experi- 
ence of their former wrong judgment, they were. put 
upon recollecting, That God was their Rock, and that 
« the High God was their Redeemer.” If in the ſofter 
hours of caſe and ſecurity they had forgot his ſovereignty, 
and their own dependence, and were relaxed from their 
reſolutions of obedience, one might have hoped, that the 
cold hand of adverſity would have brought them back 
inſtantly to a more rigorous ſenſe of their duty, by con- 
vincing them of the immediate neceſſity they were under 
to keep hrs ſtatutes, and obſerve his laws. 


Bur however aſtoniſhing it may appear, that all the 
goodneſs of God was too weak to allure them to their duty, 
it 
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it is nil more aſtoniſhing, if poſſible, that even this anger 
was not able effectually to deter them from their iniqui- 
ties. For though chey fought him early, and enquired after 
God; yet they did but flatter him with their mouth, and 
Hd unto him with their tongue ! For tbeir beart was not 
whole with Ain. neither continued they ftedfa 7/t in his covenant. 
RA 181923 
Tur were at laſt only reduced to the recollection 
of his mercy, by his known determination to puniſh them 
for the abuſe of it. They knew that they were not able 
to reſiſt his vengeance, and they were willing to avert it: 
' ſomething therefore was to be done, and to be done in- 
ſtantly. They had one ſure way to ſave their ſouls alive, 
by turning from the wickedneſs which they had committed, 
But this they thought too great a price to give for their 
preſervation. They thought they could .make a better 
bargain with their Maker; on a condition more eaſy to 
themſelves. They fought him early; they appointed 
Faſts and prayers, and ſupplications: they made profeſſions 
and proteſtations of duty:and allegiance! They enquired 
after God!] They looked back into the long hiſtory of all 
his acts. They ſang praiſe unto him. He wanted their 
affections, and they gave him good-wwords. He required 
obedience, and they rent their garments ! As if the wideſt 
breaches between God and his people could be healed by 
And as if the favor of the Almighty were to be 


me at the expencrofoarrag-!— 


THis was an eaſier method than reformation | They 
preferred it therefore. Inſtead of ſuffering their paſt miſ- 
carriages to inſpire them- with unalterable reſolutions of 
| behaving 
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behaving better for the future; they content themſelves 
with confe//ing them ! Inſtead of preſenting God: with the 
moſt acceptable offering of a contrite heart, they 7 unto 
him with their tongues ; as if their ee Ne atone 
for their robellivn n | 


INCREDIBLE perverſeneſs of an jofotontnd people! In- 
conceivable lenity of an indulgent God! Nothing could 
equal their madneſs, but thy mercy ! For thou forgaveſt 
their miſdeeds, and deſtroyedſt them not. But for all this 
they finned yet more, and believed not thy wondrous works 
Therefore their days didjt thou confume in vanity, and 
their years in trouble. 


I MAKE no doubt but you are all ſhocked with this 
repreſentation. You tremble at the very thought of i in- 
curring the divine diſpleaſure by ſuch repeated provoca- 
tions. You feel the warmeſt emotions of gratitude for 


God's long-ſuffering and indulgent forbearance to a head- 


ſtrong and ſelf-will'd generation — A generation which 
ſet not their hearts aright, and whoſe * did not cleave 
ſtedfaſtly unto God. 


YouR hearts bleed inward when you reflect, that a 
nation ſo highly favored by heaven, ſhould ſo long trifle 
with his indulgence, and become at laſt ſo blinded to all 
ſenſe of their duty and theit intereſt, as to put it out of 
the power of infinite mercy to ſave them from deſtruction. 


| You form a right judgment upon the caſe; and you 
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Bu r do you ſeriouſly think, bad as theſe men were, 
and ſevere as was their puniſhment, that they were ſin- 
ners above many other nations, leſs ſenſible of his good- 
neſs, 'more hardned againſt his threatnings, I tell you 
nay—But except we repent we ſhall all likewiſe periſh !. 
Do not you begin to feel that this matter will come 
nearer home than you imagined | Are not we ourſelves 
that very people that we have been condemning, and for 
whom, we could but juſt now ſcarce reſerve one ſenti- 
ment of compaſſion? Change the names only, and what 
appears ſo ſhocking in the Jewiſh hiſtory, will be found 
to be written in as deep a dye in the Britiſh annals! For 
let us reaſon together calmly and ſeriouſly, on a matter 
of ſuch importance to us, and one ſo nearly related to the 
occaſion on which we are met, and let me aſx Which 
of all thoſe bleſſings which God ſo freely indulged to his 
choſen people, has he with-held from us ? E 


WHEN the account is fairly ſtated,” I doubt it will 
appear, that we are as much indebted to God for his won- 


derful deliverances, and have made as poor returns for 


them, as the Jews have done? What fruits of holineſs 


have we to produce more than they had, which his ma- 
nifold mercies have raiſed p in us? 


Is it not notorious, that no nation, even amongſt thoſe 
who knew not God, did ever abound with more flagrant 
enormities than this, which is at the ſame time comforted 
and condemned by the glorious light of the goſpel! And 
have any, or all his benefits, public or private, ever yet 
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had influence enough upon us to make us ſet in earneſt to 
correct them | Have they viſibly decreaſed in proportion, 
as he has diſpenſed his kindneſs ? Rather have not our 
crimes been multiplied in that proportion, and feemed to: 
vye with the number and the greatneſs of his bleſſings! 
One time indeed we may recollect, there was an appear- 
ance of a ſerious reformation ! But I doubt it was but an 
appearance: it was founded upon our fears, and it va- 

niſhed with them. It is now not more than two years 
ſince his anger was viſibly kindled, and his jealouſy burnt 
like fire againſt a neighbouring city, when ſymptoms of 
the ſame ſtroke advanced to our own iſland, and no body 
could inſure us from the like calamity, then indeed 
we ſought him early and enquired after God! But was 
the concern we then expreſſed the contrition of a peni- 
tent, or the horror of a criminal! it was then only with 
us, as it had often been before with the people I have 
ſelected for our example, when he few us (or which is 
the ſame thing in effect, when we were afraid he would 


Jay us) we ſought him ? 


ONE day 'tis true there was, chen the” lofles they 
had actually ſuſtained alarmed many, when the appre- 
henſion of what might yet follow awakened more. That 
day I well remember, the charches of this metropolis, 
a thing ſcarce known on any other occaſion, a thing 
ſcarce credible” but to us who were eye witneſſes of the 
fact, when the churches, I ſay, of this great city, theſe 
houſes of God, where e. keeps his but { 

company, were as much crowded as the p/ay-houſe had 


been 


"A 
9 


( 3®) 


been the day before, or' the nme nn be the 


day that followed! 


THEN we ſought him early. We faſted and prayed— 
we believed and trembled! So favourable a ſeed time, 
one would have hoped might have produced a better har- 

veſt. One would have hoped that we were then in 
earneſt. That the reſolutions we then made would have 
laſted us our lives. That we would have been no longer 
ſtrangers at the houſe of him, from whoſe terrors we 
could find no ſecurity, though we had been too inſenſible 


of his love. We conſumed away in his diſpleaſure. But 


no ſooner was God pleaſed to take off his hand, but, like 
wax melted by the fire, we returned to our former hard- 
neſs. We recovered our ſpirits, and were aſhamed of 
our devotion ! Our religion which was but the ſhadow of 
our fear, took leave of us when that did. It came and 
went with it. It had no trace left when that was gone ! 
As the morning cloud, as the early dew it paſſed away | 
And ſo will all religion which ſprings up in no better 
ſoil, which takes no deeper root! It withereth before it 
be placked up ! Who that remembers the devotion of that 
day, could have perſuaded himſelf, at that time, that it 
would have been fo ſhort-lived—The diſpleaſure of God 
diſappeared too ſoon for our Credit, as well as for our 
Virtue—Like headſtrong children we took the advantage 
of the nile of our parent, we watched for the relaxation 
of his frown, and did not loſe that firſt opportunity to 
return to our follies! We gave too ſudden and too ſad a 
conviction, © That we had but flattered him with our 
* mouth, and diſſembled with him in our tongue For 


© Our 
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had influence enough upon us to make us ſet in earneſt to 
correct them | Have they viſibly decreaſed in proportion, 
as he has diſpenſed his kindneſs ? Rather have not our 
crimes been multiplied in that proportion, and ſeemed to 
vye with the number and the greatneſs of his bleſſings ! 
One time indeed we may recollect, there was an appear- 
ance of a ſerious reformation ! But I doubt it Was but an 
appearance: it was founded upon our fears, and it va- 
niſhed with them. It is now not more than two years 
ſince his anger was viſibly kindled, and his jealouſy burnt 
like fire againſt a neighbouring city, when ſymptoms of 
the ſame ſtroke advanced to our own iſland, and no body by 
could inſure us from the like calamity, then indeed 
we ſought him early and enquired after God! But was 
the concern we then expreſſed the contrition of a peni- 
tent, or the horror of a criminal! it was then only with 
us, as it had often been before with the people I have 
ſelected for our example, when he few us (or which is 
the fame thing in effect, when we were afraid he would 


lay us) we ſought him 4 


ON day tis true there: was, whet the: lofles they 43 
had actually ſuſtained alarmed many, when the appre- 43 


henſion of what might yet follow awakened more. That _ 
day I well remember, the charches of this metropolis, 43 
a thing ſcarce known on any other occaſion, a thing | 8 


ſcarce credible but to us who were eye witneſſes of the 
fact, when the churches, I fay, of this great city, theſe 
houſes of God, where he keeps his but < 
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has the day before, or the nnen might be the 


day that followed ! 


THEN, we ſought him early. We faſted and prayed— 
we believed and trembled ! So favourable a ſeed time, 
one would have hoped might have produced a better har- 
veſt. One would have hoped that we were then in 
earneſt. That the reſolutions we then made would have 
laſted. us our lives. That we would have been no longer 
ſtrangers at the houſe of him, from whoſe terrors we 
could find no ſecurity, though we had been too inſenſible 


of his love. We conſumed away in his diſpleaſure. But 


no ſooner was God pleaſed to take off his hand, but, like 
wax melted by the fire, we returned to our former hard- 
neſs. We recovered our ſpirits, and were aſhamed of 
our devotion! Our religion which was but the ſhadow of 
our fear, took leave of us when that did. It came and 
went with it. It had no trace left when that was gone! 
As the morning cloud, as the early dew it paſſed away |! 
And ſo will all religion-which ſprings up in no better 
ſoil, which takes no deeper root ! It withereth Before it 
be plucked up! Who that remembers the devotion of that 
day, could have perſuaded himſelf, at that time, that it 
would have been ſo ſhort-lived—The diſpleaſure of God 
diſappeared too ſoon for our Credit, as well as for our 
Virtue—Like headſtrong children we took the advantage 
of the ſinile of our parent, we watched for the relaxation 
of his frown, and did not loſe that firſt opportunity to 
return to our follies ! We gave too ſudden and too ſad a 
conviction, © That we had but flattered him with our 
1 mouth, and diſſembled with him in our tongue For 

| % our 
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« our heart was not abate: with him, neither continued 
e fedfaft in his covenant.. nen 


Tuove n fear be the leaſt ingenuous ground of re- 
ligion, yet it has ſometimes rouſed men enough, to make 
them think of laying a better foundation. And if ours had 
laſted long enough to do that, it had ſerved to an excel- 
lent purpoſe. If the ſtrong apprehenſion of God's heavy 
hand had frighted us into a preſent ſenſe of duty and re- 
| ſolution of obedience, till a nobler principle could have 


had time to operate, and conſiderations of piety had com- 


pleted, what motives merely of immediate ſafety had be- 


gun—We had not now been reduced to a ſecond Faſt 


after that! This nation might have been as proſperous 
as it had been virtuous ; this day might not have been 
appointed as a day of fa/ting, but as a day of thankſgiving ! 


And we had been now met, not to deprecate God's wrath, 
but to adore his mercy ; not to implore his bleſſing, 


but to acknowledge it. 


Bur what effect could be expected to flow from ſuch 
an obſervation of a Faſt, as we have been recollecting, 
but that which has viſibly followed, the multiplying our 
tranſgreſſions, and the increaſe of our diſtreſs! Was this 


the Faſt that God hath choſen! * * was an eee, 


even our ſolemn meeting! 


LET us now conſider before whom we ſtand, and to 
whom we are preſenting our ſupplications! It is abſurd, 
it is impious, to preſume that a God of infinite holineſs, 
of infinite truth, wildom, Juſtice, can away 11 a tem- 


porary 
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0181) 
porary ſcene of apparent piety, but of real hypocriſy ? Rent 
your hearts. Dwell not in the ſurface of the ordinance ! 
But enter into. the ſpirit of it! Are we weak enough to 
imagine that God will be reconciled to us for our fins, 
and be. diverted from his purpoſes of taking vengeance 
on us for them, becauſe we eat no meat for, a day ! Are 
we ſuperſtitious enough to imagine, that there is any | 
hidden charm in the black letter, in which our prayers are 
iſſued from the preſs ! Can we have ſo little veneration 
for the deity, to fancy that the annual repetition of the 
| ſame words, ſent forth to anſwer indifferently to every | 
vi exigence, can be acceptable to the ear of wiſdom itſelf. 
| If we addreſs our prince on occaſions that are different, 
our addreſs will differ with the occaſion. And dare we 
take more liberty with the King of kings? I would not | 
leflen your deference to authority, but excite your re- 
verence for your Rock and your Redeemer | That no miſ- 
3 apprehenſion of any kind may hinder this good work 
1 from being as agreeable to heaven as it can be. My 
= heart burns for the ſucceſs of this day. That it may 
begin to wipe off, amongſt our other faults, the imper- 
fection of - all our former faſtings ! That it may lay a foun- 
dation for our virtue and proſperity, not only for to-day 
and to-morrow, but for this life, and that which is to come. 


Wx have now a ſtruggle with the Almighty ! And we 
know how, only, he is to be overcome. Remember Jacob ! 
Let him not go till you have obtained his bleſſing. A 
heart waſhed in the blood of Jeſus, is proof againſt the 
avenging bolt of heaven. A ſoul tempered by the aids of 
holy ſpirit, can turn the 55 of his glittering ſword! 
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Wr know what our former Faſts have been! We ſee 
what they have done ! Continual diflimulation and con- 
tinued diſtreſs | Shall we learn from the leſſon before us? 
Are we willing to be made wiſe by the miſcarriage of that 
antient people of God? The cheapeſt way of üer wiſ⸗ 
dom at the expence of another's ſuffering. 


Ir this be indeed our reſolution, I will compare their 
bleſſings with ours. I will compare their crimes with 
ours; and recollect their puniſhment. That by ſeeing 
what part of it is already come upon us, we may be in- 
duced by ſpeedy and ſteady reformation to un the reſt. 


THEIR bleſſings were great, he called their fathers 
from idolatry, to the knowledge of himſelf, He brought 
them out of bondage. He led them through the waters, 


and deſtroyed their enemies with the ſea. He extirpated 


the inhabitants of an antient country, and they took the 
labours of the people in poſſeſſion. He made them lords 
of ſeven kingdoms greater and mightier than they. They 
had laws of his own ' writing—By many ſpecial acts of 


providence he protected them in every critical turn of their 


fortunes. He gave them perpetual aſſurance of his preſent 
help, and inſpired them /lently with the hope of better 


things to come. He had not done ſo with any nr an 


neither had the heathen: nn of his laws! 


W think theſe. were extraordinary Favors, and: ſo 


they were | But in what do they exceed thoſe he has done 


for us? He brought our anger likewiſe from a foreign 
country : 
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country: he gave them the poſſeſſion of ſeven kingdoms, 


ſo called by our own hiſtorians : he gave them the ſove- 
reignty of this happy iſle, to which Paleſtine is not to be 


compared; which Paradiſe could ſcarce excel. He gave 


them early the light of the goſpel. Clouded indeed at firſt 
in the corruptions of the time. Unveiled at length by 
excellent ſpirits, whom he ſtirred up at different times, 
and in different ways, to deliver them from that ſervile 
yoke. When their enemies threatened them with ven- 


geance, after their eſcape from that bondage, he deſtroyed 


them likewiſe in the ſea, He has interpoſed often, and 
very viſibly, in the ſupport of our religion and our laws ; 
and has made this ſmall ſpot, which bears no propor- 
tion in its extent to many kingdoms of the earth ; once 
renowned for its religion, liberty, laws, arts, arms and com- 


merce from one ſea to the other, and from the flood unto 
the world's end. 


As we come not ſhort in our obligations, I wiſh I 
could anſwer allo for our obedience. But this will be a 


melancholy page. Tis a diſagreeable taſk to probe the 


wounds of my countrymen and brethren. Yet it muſt be 
done, in order to heal them! Oh! that I could perſuade 
every one preſent to perform this unacceptable office of 


friendſhip for himſelf ! you beſt know each of you where 
your hurts are, and a little honeſt courage will relieve 
vou. But think not of palliating the matter with your- 


ſelves. Skin not over your complaints, to have them break 
out afterwards with more violence, and with more 


danger. The tranſgreſſions of the Jews have been long 


no ſecret, every child has them by rote; they are writ in 
large 
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large characters, and make no ſmall part of the hiſtory 
of your Bible. Nor are ſome of our's leſs public, nor 
leſs criminal than their's. Let us fee. . Were they idola- 
ters? Are not weſo too? Who is it amongſt us, that has 
not ſome other place of reſort, more frequented'by him, 
more acceptable to him than the houſe of God ? Did they 
forſake him for other Gods, wood and flone ! Do not 
we too for thoſe which are more ridiculous, zvory and 
paper ? even cards and dice]! Did they ſacrifice their ſons 
and their daughters to devi And do not ſome amongſt 
us ſacrifice the health, the peace, the intereſt, the very 
lives of their families to luſt, intemperance, extravagance 
and riot! And all that legion of evil ſpirits, which rank 
under the ſtandard of your favorite idol Pleaſure ! Did 
they when they were harneſſed, and carrying bows, turn 
themſelves back in the day of battle? Have not we more 
than once done o ? 


LET us now ſee by what ſteps God proceeded with 
reſpect to them.—That-we may take warning by their ill 
fortune, and avoid their fate. Upon their firſt revolts, he 
dealt with them as a tender parent : he endeavoured to 
bring them back to duty, by loving correCtions and gen- 
tle ſeverities, Many a time turned he his wrath away, 
and would not put forth all his anger. He connived at 
their failings, and ſuppreſſed his reſentment. For he re- 
membered that they were but fleſh ; a wind which paſſ- 
eth away, and cometh not again. A conſideration which 
would, as well have become the weakneſs of man, as 
the mercy of his Maker. Their abuſe of his indulgence 
excited his indignation. He humbled them by various 


defeats 


(23 ) 


defeats. and diſgraces; he broke them by long captivity, 
and prepared them for a total diſperſion. He abhorred 
his inheritance; he brought them down in their wicked- 
neſs ; he gave them into the aan $ hand, ant 9 that 
hated them were lords over them. 1 
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Lr us not only profit by this etatiſhs Gurfelves, it 
let us not hide it from the gener ation to come. Let us ſhew 
them the praiſes and terrots of the Lord; that they may 


7 


ſet their hope in him, and not forget the works of the 


Lord, but keep his commandments. As we fin againſt 
greater light, and more numerous bleſſings, let us beware 
of lnqurvieg heavier ene and ſeverer puniſhment. 


-4 


Tur effes of God's anger againſt us are too viſibly 


begua' to opetate. One of his inſtruments of wrath has 
been long let looſe upon us; a tedious and expenſive war ; 


and to make it more ſo, he goeth not out with our hoſts, nor 


giveth us victory in the battle ! He has caſt a cloud over 
the glory of the Britiſh flag; he has ſullied the luſtre of 
our arms. Shall we look back towards the Mediterranean 
for a proof of this? Or can we comfort ourſelves by 
what we gained on the continent, for what we loſt on the 
ocean ? Shall we caſt our eye after our fleets and arma- 


ments to the weſtern world? Even there our ſun ſeems 
to be going do down in haſte! ; 


$ « \ alt i). 


O ray of light ſprings up in 69 8 caſt, but as if Pro- 
vidence took pleaſure in lowering the creſt of military 


pride, . make his own power W eyen this 
ſingle 


( 14.) 
ſingle branch of lawrel is obtained by a hand aaa. 
plined in dhe art of war! 1 6-46} ft 3143 b. L 49 


Wu v ſhould I mention, 3 can 1 an our 
laſt diſgrace ! He that would know the late exploits: of 
the Engliſh armies, muſt ſeek for them, I fear, where 
they will make too confiderable a figure, in the future 

Hiftories of France. The perſon who conducted that Ex- 
pedition was of the firſt credit in his profeſſion; So much 

the worſe! If it had failed under the conduct of a leſs 
able commander, we might till. have hoped to ſucceed 
hereafter, by ſupplying his place with a better. As it is 
I ſee no reſource. If I ſhould vindicate his courage, by 
former inſtances of it which might be produced, I doubt 
that my diſculpating him from the charge af fear, would 
awaken in ſome of you a ſuſpicion of a leſs defenſible 
motive for that retreat. If we throw it back upon any 
defect in the original plan, we can raiſe from thence no 
better fund of comfort for ourſelves. For if God in auger 
riſes up againſt a people for its puniſhment, it 
tle, whether he executes. his purpoſe by infatuating theic 
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counſels; ar by. intunidating FRI, Aro 10300198 
| LET you and 8 my friends, N he no body, Tas , 
| take the blame upon ourſelves ; ; whoever, 577 the 9 5 
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haps, — 1 where to fix 7 this e 
but we know, that by our: factions and diviſions moſt. .of 
us, by our other fins all of 1 us, have been gectlſaries to Y | 
it at t leaſt, Take one inſtruction from it, the only ad- 1 
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vantage that can now be made of it. The ableſt counſellors, 
the beſt qualified commanders, muſt fail when they con- 
ſalt or act for a people who have not the Lord for their 
God. Thy name O Lord is a tower of ſtrength. O help 
us againſt the enemy, for vain is the help of man ! 


Bur it is mere mockery to aſk the aſſiſtance of God 
againſt the enemy, while we are ſtrengthening his hands 
unnatural diviſion and diſſenſions. Inſtead of retarding, 
we haſten the ſtroke of divine vengeance, and pull upon 
ourſelves that heavy ſentence, which ſooner or later muſt 
paſs upon every kingdom that is divided againſt itſelf. 


Ix we have been hitherto deaf to the calls of religion, 
one ſhould think that conſiderations of intereſt would at 
laſt compel us into the firmeſt bonds of union amongſt 
ourſelves. But let us not ſuffer more ingenuous principles 
to loſe their hold upon us. Let the love of God, the 
command of Chriſt, and the hope of immortality, lead 
us from every partial view, to a generous ſenſe of duty 


and the public good. Let us look back to our fore-fathers, 


and ſee them poſſeſſed of the whole kingdom of France, 
with an army, but little ſuperior to that againſt which the 
very coaſt is now impregnably fortified by a_ſand bank. 
Let us look forward to poſterity, and ſee our children, 
perhaps, carried captive into the land which our fathers 
conquered : unleſs we take care to found their courage 
on their rock, and direct it by the love of their country; 
to train them up in the path of unanimity which is the 
road to glory. When we thus confider ourſelves as men 
and Chriſtians, it will be impoſſible for us to forget that we 


are 


( 169) | 

are 2 28s. The *hoary head of majeſty, cannot fail to 
inſpire every honeſt heart with the tendereſt ſentiments of 
humanity as well as of loyalty. The pleaſing ties of na- 
ture muſt add freſh ſtrength to the civil obligations which 
bind us to the venerable father of out country. If after 
ſo long, ſo equitable, ſo indulgent an adminiſtration of 
government, we want new arguments for our allegiance, 
and new proofs of his affection for our country, we may 
have them both by looking upon the diſtreſs to which, 

for our ſake, he has ſo lately expoſed his own! | 
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Tux horrors which they and their neighbours on the 
continent have ſo ſeverely felt, may ſerve to convince us 
how much we owe to prov,dence, for the advantage of 
our ſituation, and make us careful by the ſtricteſt unity, 
to check every the moſt remote hope our enemies may 
have conceiveg of being able to make this iſland the ſcene _ 
of war. . N 
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Go p has hitherto, indeed, ** leaſed to rep us 
from another inſtrument of his vengeance, from famine; 
but as if we were judicially determined to turn every bleſ- 
ſing into a curſe, we have artfully contrived to bring it 
upon ourſelves. It is now not only our puniſhment, but 
our crime. By different practices, in the various ſtages of 
preparing our bread, the price is generally exorbitant, and 
what you purchaſe, often dangerous, and ſometime perni- 
cious. How can that man, who has any hand in ſo un- 
exampled a mixture of fraud and cruelty, put up his pe- 
tition to heaven to give us our daily bread, when he is 


conſcious to himſelf, that he-prevents literally with his 
hand, 
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6 hand, What he prays for with his lips? In the mean time 
40 the poor crieth, and the lord learoth him, and will un- 
4 doubtedly, if this be ſuffered! to continue, be avenged on 
1 fach a nation as this.' Thou that ſhould'ſt be a father to 
1 the poor, att thou become his execytioner | He pays for f 
Bread, and thou giveſt him a flo nme 


| I's we would put a ſtop effectually to the riſing wrath 
i of God, let the care of the poor be our firſt concern! For 
3 their Redeemer is mighty. Let your a/ms accompany 
*n your faſting and your prayers. Make your Faſt ſuch as 
will need no future one, Your repentance ſuch, as yqu 
ſhall not be forced hereafter to repent of. Charity is the 
natural offspring of ſelf-denial and humiliation ! One 
$ . proper fruit of repentance and reformation. And that 
= you may not want, while your hearts are warm with re- 
= ſolutions of obedience, an opportunity of letting your 
bounty flow in a copious ſtream, by exerciſing this now 
8 neceſſary, this always delightful part of your duty, a 
'P Collection is appointed to be made at the doors, for thoſe 
4 who do not receive” the common tms of the pariſſi, in 
this time of ſcarcity and difireſs. Of ſcarcity and diſtreſs, 
not of God's making, but our own / | 


Y ov are ſenſible, that every virtue you practice, will 
be thrown into the ſcale which weighs for the proſperity 


of your country, and that every vice you indulge, will 
help to turn the balance to the other fide. You know 
likewiſe, that beneficence is a ſacrifice moſt acceptable to 
God. That a hard heart is an abomination to him. That 


all you have done, or mean to do this day, without this, 
| | F is 
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